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$25 Million in Local Projects to ~ 1 P r e~e n~ed ~0 C ALFED ~S P ublic ~ advis ~Y

be Funded. ,
~

" - i " l
the Bay-Delta Advisory Council (BDAC),

" " , geptember 10 and 1!. In mid-September;
C̄AI~FED policy-makers considered comments

l CALF, ED is selecting more than $25 million in,- .from BDAC,as Well as £rae-results ofthe technicalecosystem restoration projects as part.of its evaluations. A recommendation will be made to
com~nitmen.t to.implement certain~restoration theCalifornia Secrdtary. for ReSources and the
projects prior to the completionof a. . ’ Secretary of the U.S. DeiDartment of the Interio.r,.
comprehensive Bay-Delt.a’solutj0n. This spring, who will announce the sde.cted projects this fall..~
propSsals were solicited to address nine specific Th’e next solicitation for local ecosystem
topics targeted by CALFED, including floodplain :res.toration proje~ts@ll b~ ,announced in 1999.
management and habitat restoration; sediment . ,
management, species life history studies, local : Scientists, Delta’Residents ’Help
watershed stew.ardship and environmental
education. CALFED received 180 propo.sals Shape Plan
requesting more than. $160 million. Last yea, r, . -
CALFED funded 71 projects, t.o’ta!ing more than A group
$85 million.         .         "                    of’                       ~.~:~>:~7~~

"These ecosystem’restoratlon i~rojects are t)tngible.. dent
evidence of a lasting Bay-Delt.a soluti0nP’ said sci.enfists

" Lester Snow4 execu{ive director of the CALFED " and.
Bay-DeltaPrqgram. "Our process allows local and- Det&
regional entities to "implement priority projects ~ area ¯
and programs that will.ultimately benefit_ -.. residents.

-.,. California.as a whole." . are
’ . . Working

The !998 funding comes fr.om state Pr0p0sition - = with.CALFED to shape its Ecosystem Restoration
204, the federal Bay-Delta Act and federal Program plan (ERPp),a cri{ical cQmp0nent to the
watershedfurrding, long-term Bay-Delta solution. " :

\
In addition {o ecosystem restoration, as part of-its       Last October, CALFED convened an independent

.... ¯ long-term.s.olu~ion, CALFED is developing             Scientific Review Panel to evaluat.e a draft ERISP.
comprehensive, inter-linked programs to addre’ss Using this report, CALFED developed a s~rategic
Wb, ter quality,’ water use efficiency, levee system - plan emph.asiz, ing how proposed ac.tions to restore
integrity, watm:shed management and .wa_ter .- the environment can. be measured and.priorifized, -
transfers/ .-" based on soundscienti-fic data. - -

" Proposals.were" evaiuaed bya numb&of technical prominent, scientific experts [r0m UC Berkeley,.
and stakeholdm: panels. These.evaluations were- UC Davis, San Francisco State University and the "

. for more information ,m (l~b} b!;7-zbbbl (~6} 6!;47978o fAX [] ]:8oo-7oo-~N Information Line [] http~//calN.ca[gov
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Unive~’sity of British Columbia were retained-b~ ’The people along Butte Creek have found better
CALFED to h~elp de;celop this strategic plan, ." alternativ,es."
whi& will be included in the revised draft ’
progr~immatic Environmental Impa&. The event showcased the cooperative efforts of the
Statement/Environmental Impact R~ort U.S. Bureau of Reclamatxon, Western Canal Water
(EIS/EIR)[ , .... District, C~LFED and other partners ins.

improving the Bay-Delta system’s environment
Also helping toshape CALFED’s ERPP are. Delta through a consensu>based, process. Among’those
area interests, who presented a plan to CALEED ¯ in attendanceoto-watch the first blows to
in September. The ad hoc group outlined an MePherrin Dam were local ranchers, irrigators
approach for ecosystem restoration that relies on. and urban water managers,
publicly held lands first, followed by acquisition ~
and enhancemerit of currently~ flooded lands t° "Let us remember that dams are n6~, in the endl .
create or enhanke emergent habitat. About 57,000 monuments .to mankind," said Babbitt. "They are..
acres of public Or soon-to-be public lands Eave simply instruments that servethe needs of the ¯
been identified, for Stage 1 implementation of a people.who build them. Those needs change, often
Bay-Delta solution. ,. quite rapidly, over the course of a generation."

"When the E~Rp. P was fir~: released forpublic Groups Explor0 Altornativos to
review, some people expressed concern that their postieido Llso
land would.be tal{en from them and used for
.environmental restoration purposes,"¯ says Lester

Earlier this year, the Cpmmt~hity Alliai~ce withSriow; executive director of the CALFED Bay- "
Family Farmers (CAFF) was awarded $472,000 byDelta Progr.am. "The commufiity has helped us - . "

develop a plan that can meet CA~FED goals and the CALFED Bay-Delta Brogram ~o-implement
programs to reduce the use pf pesticides in therespects local interests in th~ process."...
Sacramento .and. San Joaquin river watersheds..

A proposed i~nple’mentation p’]an containing Chemicals used in almond and .walnut farming
have beenspecific information on all aspects of. the Bay-Delta ~.

solution, will be released for public review along traced to

with the revised draft prografi’lmatic EIS/EIR in " contamination . :~:. . :~,._:.;~.~ ..... ....

December. . .. ¯ of the Bay-
- . . .. Delta, and"

studies showDam Serves Its Purpose, Is       " agricultural

Demolished     - -     " pesticides are                                     ¯
often present

Īnterior Secretary Bruce’Babbitt took a ,’ in the San.
sledgehammer to McPherrin Dam recentlyto’ J0aquin River
signal the coming de.molition of the decades-old and streams at
structure that today sits atop one of the few level~ t.hat
remaining.Sacramento Riv4r tributaries .with . could harrh -
spring-run Chinook salmon., .. fish and other

water..,      ’
"There are morethan 75,000 dams" in the nation, organism.s. To
most built long ago, man); in the t9~-~ cei~tury," _ help improve .....
Babbitt said. "Of course, many dams are still " water.quality in.the Bay:Delta, CAFF, a statewide
useful, but othersare clearlyobsolete. The role of non-profit 0rganigation that promotes sustainable’
many of t’hese structures needs to be reassessed, agriculture on family-scale farms in rural

communities,, applied for and received funds

~--"~ CALFED ’ .... :    " ¯
" ’BAY-DELTA ’ ’ e ’ ’ I " " ’ "’-"
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through the CALFED program to implement a They also provide recreational, aesthetic and leve£"
program called BIOS. "Biologically Integrated protectio~n benefits. ~
Ōrchard Systems" provides informatior~ to ¯

f~rmers interested in reducirlg ordiminating Concerns about the overuse.of riprap, a rocky
pesticide’us.e.The programs include hands-on material that does not allow, vegetation growth for.

- assistance in. alternative production practices for fish and wildlife habit.at, motivated a group of
almond and walnut growers, and farm state and federal government officials, local

¯ demonstra~tion and field days in agricultura! ¯landowners, environmentalists, boaters, farmers’
communities. Farmers working with BIOS have "and’other~ to explore alternatives. ¯
learned to use tools such as planting cox~er crops, " " °

-
providing habitat for beneficial insects and. other Four islands will be examined in the project; three
¯ wildlife, and m0nitori~lglevels of both pest and .are located nearWebb Tract in’Contra Costa
beneficial insects.’ ¯ " ¯ County, and one in San Joaquin County. The

islands provide a Wi.de range of habitat and
The Lighthouse Farr~ Network is another. , engineering field conditions. At each si~e,.primary
program developed by CAF.F, which provides a st.ressors, such as dredging activities, invasive
forum for farmers to share their experiences as aquatic plants, disturbances caused by boati~g and
they reduce or eliminat~ the use of toxic ¯. lo~s of shallow wat.ei: habitat will be identified, and~
chemic~ds. To date, BIOS and the. Lighthouse . individual d~igns to address them devel@ed.
Farm Network have operated as demonstration
and technique development programs. With ¯ Once iTmpl~mented, government agencies,
funding from CALFED, the programs will begin , landowners and others can use the results of.tl~ese
facilitating widespread conversion to¯ biological . demonstration’ projectsin carrying out the
farming strategies. Reduction ot elimination Of th~ CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan.

_ targeted chemicals will result in enl~anCed iaabitat
for alarge variety of aquati.c Species and an~ .. ,’Ecosystem" Projects Help Meet
improved physical ~n~ironment for people ,    Multiple Program Objectives
because, of the broader .diversity of species and’t _h.e

-e.limin~ti0n of chemicals from surface and: "
groundwater.. " ., While CALFED has foctised its early efforts on

" ecosystem~restoration, many of these projects are

New, Demonstration Project also solving ..
¯ probl~itis in

other areas.
A CALFED ~ ~ .- GALFED
grant will fund ~ ’,, has identified
the design and ........... four main
permitting of a "

~ problems
demonstration facing xh~                                  "’
p̄roject to Bay-Delta
e~am~ne    . . r- sy~temi
methods ]?or .. " ecosystem~quality, levee system reliability, water
restoring and quality and water stlpply reliability. -
managing in- ... ’ "-
channel Delia .~ , ¯ The CacheSlougl~ Habitat Enhancement
islands. In- " ¯ " project builds habitat for the endangered Delta
channel islands

~[
smelt on a half-mile section of old levee arid

provide habita.t -~ ¯ stops the levee from washing.away.
for many special
status species.

~ BAY-DELTA’

_. .... ~ .....̄  ................ _’ ~ _: . - -_, ....̄  ......̄  ..... ..
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" The Int~gratedPes~ Managemelat Program cOmments .On t ine.
educ~ates people on safe pesticide use to keep.

¯ chemicals out of Susuin Bay, improving...w.ater The CALFED,draft .EIS/EIR and allthe written
quality for tisers and for the environmen.t. ~_ comments, received during the p[~biie" ,revi,ew .~̄ period are available at tf!.e CALFED website:

¯ . The ~an Joaquin River Real-Time Water.’ http://calfed.ca.gov " "
Quality Managerrient Program helps upstream -, ¯ -
farmers cgntro! run-off from their fields so the
San Joaqui-n Ri~er iksafe for fish and     " "
downstream farmers can use it to i~r!gate their

.The ii~xt milestone in, the CALFED Bay-Deltafields. " ¯ ¯ ’ "
.., .. ’ Program is the release of the Phase II Report"

’ identifiying a pi~eferred alternative and revised¯ . The McCormick Saeltzer’Dam Proj,e.ct fiJ~es an
old ~lam so salmon can move Upstream.easily. " draft Programmatic EIS/EIR for public review

¯
and farriers can still get the water the3r need. and comment. This is expected’.at, the end of the

CALFED " "
BAY-DELTA .. . 141(, Ninth st., Suite 1155
PROGRAM. .7 Sacra-mento, ..CA. 9 5 8 la,

’

~The missio,n, of the CA[SFED Bay-Delta
Program is to develop, a gong-term ". " ¯ . -.

compt2ehensive,plan that Will re,tore, ecological "
..,:. ..                          ¯ ~ .

health and improve ~ater: manag~ment for ". .. . -
beneficial uses of the B~-Delta system. ., ’ .
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